The Eastern Kingsnake
Lampropeltis getula getula
A very common snake in the southeastern United States, the eastern kingsnake has many monikers.  It is also known as the common kingsnake, chain kingsnake, Carolina Kingsnake, chain snake, bastard horn snake, black king snake, black moccasin, horse racer, master snake, oakleaf rattler, pine snake, racer, rattlesnake pilot, thunder-and-lightning snake, thunderbolt, thunder snake, wamper, and wampum snake. Some of its more ignoble titles include Maggie Muncher, Sophie Swallower, Ruby Ravager, and cow sucker.  Many of these names describe the propensity to consume other snakes, including poisonous ones. Its proper taxonomy is:

Kingdom: Animalia
Phylum: Chordata
Subphylum: Vertebrata
Class: Reptilia
Order: Squamata
Suborder: Serpentes
Family: Colubridae
Genus: Lampropeltis  (“shiny shield”)
Species: L. getula getula
The eastern kingsnake is found from southern New Jersey south through Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, eastern and southeastern Alabama and north Florida. They are found in pure form in Florida mostly in the panhandle region south to around the Ocala area. This species intergrades widely with L. g. floridana throughout much of Florida and its genetic influence is seen as far south as the southern end of Lake Okeechobee. It also intergrades with L. g. goini in the Apalachicola region of Florida, with L. g. holbrooki in parts of Alabama, and with L. g. nigra in parts of Georgia and Alabama. Lampropeltis getula is also found on the Outer Banks of North Carolina, but is considered by some to be a subspecies, L. g. sticticeps.
The eastern kingsnake is fairly stout with a black back marked with a chain-like pattern of thin white or yellow bars. The belly has yellow or white patches on a black background.  Kingsnakes found in the coastal, or eastern area, of their range usually have broader white bands the those of the ones in the western limit of their range. In the western-most mountains of North Carolina, the kingsnake’s chain-like markings are usually broken up into tiny spots.
The eastern king is mainly diurnal but will often move at night during the hottest parts of the year when the temperatures are too hot for them to move during the day. They are secretive, often being found under logs or in trash piles in a variety of habitats and are occasionally found crossing roads. Newly caught and juvenile animals often bite but calm down quickly and adapt well to captivity, making great pets. They feed readily on mice and rats and other snakes and are long-lived, hardy snakes. They should be kept on newspaper or wood shavings with a hide box and water bowl.  They are notorious escape artists, so the enclosure must be secure. 
Few diseases and conditions are unique to the eastern kingsnake and some of the more common problems for it and other snakes are:

· Mites and ticks - The bane of all snake keepers; can be treated using several different methods.

· Mouthrot (infectious stomatitis) - Very serious disease that should only be treated by veterinarians or expert snake keepers.

· Respiratory infections

· Internal Parasites - roundworms, tapeworms, lungworms, various protozoans

· Skin Blisters - easily avoided by keeping your cage dry and clean. If present must be drained by veteranarian.

· Gastrointestinal Infections - usually ocurs when snake swallows foreign matter or food that is not fully defrosted.

· Shedding problems - usually happens when cage is too dry or the snake does not have access to total water immersion.

Breeding the eastern kingsnake requires knowing that one has a male and a female.  The best way to differentiate without probing is to examine the tail past the vent.  Females' tails taper more sharply after the vent. In the male, the tail starts to taper after approximately the sixth subcaudal scale. For the female, the taper starts earlier and is sharper. It is easier to see this difference when one is looking at both sexes side by side.  The eastern kingsnake should only be housed with another snake when breeding, as they tend to eat each other, even other kingsnakes.
As the eastern kingsnake is such a desirable pet, there are a lot of breeders providing these reptiles for $35 to $70, depending on characteristics.  Of course, in this area, one only needs to find a patch of woods near a water source and grab one for free.
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